


Reflecting on 2020 with all of its chaos, loss, and adaptation, I find myself being evermore grateful for the arts.  Throughout 
a time of uncertainty and unknown, art lifted our spirits, offered us hope, and connected us in new ways. Art held us in 
a loving embrace, and offered a shoulder to cry on. 

Creativity was the catalyst for many pivoted dreams and opportunities. And pivot we did! Thank you to Venta Rutkauskas 
and the Community Arts Council of WL for quickly switching gears with Performances in the Park. The team adapted to 
provide an online listening experience that not only kept artists working, but showcased our beautiful region through 
unique and familiar backdrops.

We also received many creative and adaptive grant requests through our newly streamlined program, which allocated 
$25,000 to local community groups for arts-based activities.

Thank you to the CCACS Board of Directors for your continued support and guidance in these challenging times, and 
to Emily Clearwater for ensuring the safety of those using the Arts Centre and doing all she can to keep the facility 
operating. We can’t wait to open our doors again and welcome you back to a vital organ of our community.
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y CCACS promotes and supports 
arts and culture and the creative 

impulses necessary for their 
development in the Central 

Cariboo.

board of directors
Jasmine Alexander (2020-)
Lisa Bland (2016-20)
Jane Bowser (2020-)
Harry Jennings (2010-)
Bettina Johnson (2017-20)
Jane Perry (2014-)
Thomas Schoen (2010-11,   
   2012-)

staff
Leah Selk, 

Executive Director

Emily Clearwater, 
Arts Centre Administrator

message from the president
As Huey Lewis once sang, “The heart of rock and roll is the beat!”. Well, I believe the heart, and soul, of a community is 
arts and culture and its commitment to support. The Central Cariboo has kept that heart pumping.

I’d like to make a special mention of outgoing Board members Ann Smith, Bettina Johnson and Lisa Bland. So much great 
experience and valued contributions. We welcomed new directors Jane Bowser, Jasmine Alexander and Erich Zirnhelt, 
bringing new ideas and creative minds.

In these times of uncertainty and challenge, our magnificent staff, Leah Selk and Emily Clearwater, have been outstanding 
in carrying on and meeting many new stressful situations with professionalism. Our great thanks to them!

As for achievements, the new streamlined and efficient grants program is in place which I’m certain will meet our goal 
of developing and supporting arts and culture in the Central Cariboo and will enable many more worthwhile projects, 
creativity and networking throughout our region.  Also, the pivot of Performances In The Park to online video is very 
worthy of note.

Our greatest challenge just may be working to maintain our high standards within the constraints imposed by funding 
limits and new economic realities resulting from Covid-19 and its repercussions. I believe we are up to that challenge.

volunteers
We would like to extend 

gratitude and sincere 
thanks to our anonymous 

volunteer grant 
adjudicators.

message from the executive director
Harry Jennings, President

Leah Selk, Executive Director

Ann Smith (2017- 20)
Diane Wright (2019-) 
Erich Zirnhelt (2020-)

“Art is a step in the known toward the unknown.” 
- Kahlil Gibran



2020: a year in review

to support artistic 
and cultural 

organizations 
and events in the 
Central Cariboo

to provide 
strategic advice 

on arts and 
culture to local 
governments 

and other 
organizations

to facilitate, 
coordinate and 

assist in the 
development of 
arts and culture 

in the Central 
Cariboo

to educate the 
public with 

respect to arts 
and culture 

matters

Our 
Mandate:

The Central Cariboo Arts Centre houses four arts groups as permanent tenants and has two short term rental 
spaces. The Graham Kelsey Room is a large hall (capacity 90 people) which includes rental of the connected kitchen. 
The space transforms easily and is used for art classes and sales, live performances, ukulele practice, language videos, 
quilting retreats, community gatherings, and so much more.

The Open Studio is a boardroom style space (capacity 20 people) which is utilized mainly as a meeting room, but other 
rentals include painting classes, felting workshops, photography classes and a writers’ group.

Our Arts Centre Administrator, Emily Clearwater, usually takes up a whole page to wax lyrical about all the amazing 
things that happened in our beloved little building over the past year. 2020, however, was a little different. We were 
closed for essentially three quarters of the year. For a lot of us, the Arts Centre is a place we can go to get out of 
the house, to find some peace, to chat with like-minded friends, to just turn up and know that there will always be 
someone there, with a cup of tea and a yarn ready. We did our best to keep our tenants’ access open, but we are sorry 
to those of you who needed the Arts Centre this year and it wasn’t there for you. It’s during hard times like these that 
places like the Arts Centre are needed most. 

2020 LINE-UP   
Blocktreat  ~  Lyle Bats  ~  Miss White Spider  

~  The Salmon Brothers  ~  Ten Days Notice  ~  
Dana De Samedi  ~  Rich n Beka   

~  Ladies of the Valley  ~  Marin Patenaude  ~
WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/PERFORMANCESINTHEPARK

Performances in the Park was in the process of being developed 
for our usual outdoor summer concert series in Boitanio Park when we 
realized that a pivot would be necessary if we were to carry on. Organized 
by Venta Rutkauskas with the Community Arts Council of Williams Lake, 
performances were recorded and viewers were encouraged to ‘listen live’ 
along with us on the Performances in the Park YouTube channel. We are 
grateful to all of our sponsors for sticking with us through the unknown, 
and for their continued support of the arts. The show must go on!

Following a review of our Grants Program in 2019, we launched a “new and improved” program that saw a 
streamlined combination of our previous Project and Support Grants programs into “CCACS Grants”. Four streams 
of grants are available (Project; Community-Based Support; General Program Support; Capital Acquisition) via two 
annual intakes and for amounts between $500 and $3000. The Central Cariboo Joint Committee has demonstrated 
their support and faith of our organization’s management of the program by allowing us to fully manage it, therefore 
allowing for a much more efficient approval and award process that sees awards distributed directly from the CCACS. 
In 2020, $25,000 was allocated to local organizations who found creative ways to forge ahead in various capacities.

We also continue to administer Fee-for-Service Agreements that provide stable, multi-year funding 
agreements with ten organizations totalling $84,500 annually. While some activities obviously had to be cancelled, we 
commend organizations for continuing to provide arts and culture to our community at a time when it is needed most.

More information about our programming is available on our website at centralcaribooarts.com.

Lyle Bats and Blocktreat perform at the Onward Ranch 
while Rick Magnell films. Photo by Leah Selk.



Our Society

Supporting Our Community

It all started with Graham Kelsey, a man with a passion for the arts 
and our community, and a presentation to the Central Cariboo Joint 
Committee. In 2009 in a remarkable initiative, the vast Cariboo 
Regional District became one of the first of BC’s Regional Districts 
to develop an arts and culture function, passing a bylaw allocating 
tax revenue from the Central Cariboo region (City of Williams Lake 
and CRD Areas D, E, and F) to arts and culture - a model that is now 
recognized province-wide. The Central Cariboo Arts and Culture 
Society was formed in 2010 as a BC registered non-profit society, 
with a mandate not only to administer this function, but also to 
serve the many existing independent cultural organizations and 

events, and to facilitate the development of arts and culture in the central part of the 
region. We take development of the arts seriously - not just maintaining the status quo.

 Numerous community members 
with a dedication to arts 

and culture have joined our 
organization as a Board member. 

Without them, we would not 
be where we are today. We are 
grateful to each and every one 

of our volunteers, and thank you 
for your incredible service to our 

community. Special thanks go 
to Harry Jennings and Thomas 

Schoen for their involvement in 
establishing the organization and 
their continued commitment over 

the past ten years.

Central Cariboo 
Arts Centre

The Nenquani Drummers provide a welcome 
at the Arts Centre’s Open House / Volunteer 
Appreciation Night in 2011. 

We manage this facility on behalf of the City of Williams Lake, which provides studio space to four tenant 
groups (Williams Lake Spinners, Weavers and Fibre Artists’ Guild; Cariboo Potters’ Guild; Cariboo Art Society; 
and Community Arts Council of Williams Lake), as well as performance and meeting spaces for the broader arts 
community and general public. In 2013, the Central Cariboo Arts Centre became a Safe Harbour: Respect for 
All certified location, showing our support for diversity and rejection 
of discrimination.

Our Arts Centre Administrators have each imprinted their mark on the 
Arts Centre, and it wouldn’t be the place it is today without their hard 
work and dedication. Thank you to Leah Selk (2011 - 14) , Brandon 

Hoffman (2014 - 18), and Emily 
Clearwater (2018 - present).

(Quotes are from the 2016 external 
Arts Centre Operations and 
Management review).

“The efforts by the staff and 
board have ensured that the Arts 
Centre is an important part of the 

community and as a longtime 
resident I can see the value the 

Centre has added to the region. I 
am happy to pay taxes to support 

the Centre and its work.”

Engagement within and among the various communities 
that we serve in arts and culture was one of the five basic 
goals that guided our first full year of operations in 2011, 
and proved a sound guide to continue our work. 

The WL Spinners, Weavers, and Fibre Artists’ 
Guild take advantage of nice weather to work 
in front of the Arts Centre’s “Creative Hands” 
mural by Dwayne Davis and Steven Davis-
Gosling. 

Graham Kelsey, 2011. 

In 2019, we received a report 
on the development of arts and 

culture in the Central Cariboo from 
Graham Kelsey, which provides well 
researched support for the growth 

of arts and culture in the region. 
During the decade since Bylaw 

4420 was passed, its implementation 
has shown a “measurably beneficial 

effect on arts and culture in the 
Central Cariboo.”

In 2016 we achieved accreditation under Imagine 
Canada’s Standards certification, demonstrating 
excellence in five key areas of operations: Board 

Governance; Financial Accountability & Transparency; 
Fundraising; Staff Management; Volunteer Involvement.

“The Arts Centre is a 
wonderful asset for our 

community
and deserves continuing 

support.”



Funding Programs
Our aim as a non-profit is to assist the development of the arts through service and 
facilitation. An important means of doing that is our administration of Fee-for-Service 
agreements and management of the CCACS Grants program. The aim of the 
CCACS Grants is to encourage organizations or community groups to focus 
on projects which are new or build creatively on previous work, and  which 
are likely to increase participation in arts and culture.

$660,000 in 
Fee-for-Service 

Agreements 
Administered

177 Arts 
and Culture 

Projects 
Supported

$28,755 in 
Support 
Grants 

Awarded 
from CCACS 

Resources
(2017 - 2019)

$230,304 
in Arts and 

Culture Grants 
Awarded

We offer workshops for artists and organizations in order to develop their capacity and 
further their work, whether it be individually or within the community.

Our staff and board also seek opportunities for development so that we may continue to 
be of useful service to our community, and over the years have completed programming 
in areas of non-profit management, project management, human resources, marketing, 
systems change, and more, as well as many networking opportunities.

Workshops and Development

Leona Belleau unveils the paintings 
she created for the Cariboo Chilcotin 
Child Development Centre as part 
of a 2019 CCACS Project Grant. 
Leona honed her skills through her 
participation in a painting workshop 
with artist Clayton Gauthier as  
part of a 2018 Project Grant with 
Esk’etemc First Nation. 

56 Non-Profit 
Arts and 

Culture Groups 
Supported

Co-hosted the 
‘Sustainability 

Semesters’ with 
ArtsBC in 2011

Facilitated 
24 

workshops

Performances in the Park & Canada Day
The celebration of Canada Day and Performances in the Park, the annual summer series of open 
air musical performances, were under threat in 2012. Although we are typically not a producing 
organization, we agreed to manage these two events for 2012 and hired Beth Holden as the events’ 
Coordinator. In 2013, Angela 
Sommer took the reins, and 
in 2014, we entered a multi-
year agreement to continue to 
present Performances in the 
Park under Angela’s continued 
management until 2020, when 
the Community Arts Council 
of Williams Lake took over in 
partnership with us. 

Performances in the Park 
played on through rain, shine, wildfire smoke, and a global pandemic. Our hats go off to all of the 
wonderful performers, technicians, organizers, and audience members for keeping performances alive.

All photos by 
Leah Selk unless 
otherwise noted

Partnered with Island 
Mountain Arts to present 
the ‘Art is Your Business’ 

conference in 2013

Leah (middle) with colleagues at 
the Culture Days 2014 National 
Congress on Culture in Winnipeg.

Photo by 
Blair J 

Photography 
Developed the ‘Spring into Art 

Makers’ Fair’ in 2018 (a one-day 
workshop series about exploring 

new creative media)
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